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Saltash Town Council  
 

Rules and Regulations relating to the erection of Memorials 
 
1. Only the Council’s approved gravedigger may be contracted by the Funeral Directors  
 or clients to work in the cemetery. 
 
2. No memorial may be fixed within 6 months of a burial to allow ground settlement. 
 
3. A memorial tablet may be fixed immediately after the burial of cremated remains. 
 
4. The cemetery is laid out as a lawn cemetery, no trees, shrubs, plants, flowers, flower-

holders, vases, flat stones, headstones, crosses, kerbstones, fences, grave or 
anything whatsoever may be placed on the grassed area, the headstone or the plinth 
of the headstone.  Flower containers must be installed in and be integral to the plinth 
of the headstone. 

 
5. Under no circumstances will the Council permit a glass or any breakable receptacle to 

be placed on the grave,  
 
6. In accordance with BS8415 the Council will leave undug a 60cm strip, the width of the 

grave at the head of the grave upon which the memorial must entirely be situated. 
 
7. No permanent planting may take place anywhere in the cemetery.  
 
8. Applications to place a memorial must bear the signature of the owner of the Exclusive 

Right of Burial. 
 

9. All memorials must be installed in compliance with BS8415 by competent, trained 
stonemasons.  Stonemasons may demonstrate competency by being a member of 
either BRAMM or NAMM’s RQMF schemes or may complete an individual application 
to work form. 

 
10. An approved application will indicate the dimensions and compositions of the 

memorial: details of how it is to be fixed to conform to BS8415 and accurate details of 
the proposed inscription.  Applications must be accompanied by fees and charges in 
full. 

 
11. Saltash Town Council as the burial authority will retain the application and a permit will 

be issued to the Monumental Mason.  The permit MUST be available for inspection at 
the time the memorial is being fitted.   

 
If the mason is found without a permit, permission to continue with the work will 
be denied.  Any memorial fixed without approval will be removed. 
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12. Size of Memorials 
 
 All new memorials to be erected in the Cemetery must not exceed the following 

maximum sizes: 
 

Headstone  
Height (including all plinths and concrete foundations) 3’3” (991mm).   
Width of memorial 2’8” (813mm). 
Depth of base (front to back) 1’4” (410mm) 
The overall size of the plinth to be 900mm 
Only headstones may be fixed to burial plots.             
It should be acknowledged that all the above requirements must be conformed 
to. The Council will recall the stonemason to rectify any works as considered 
necessary. 

 
Tablets 
 

 Only foundation slabs 24” x 24” (600mm x 600mm) and tablets 18” x 18” (450 x 450) 
may be fixed flat to cremation plots.  To be supplied by the ERB owner.  Should a vase 
be required it must be installed in and be integral to the tablet itself.  No trees, shrubs, 
plants, flowers, flower-holders, vases, glass or other breakable items, flat stones, 
headstones, crosses, kerbstones, fences, grave or anything whatsoever may be 
placed on the grass surrounding the tablet, or on the actual cremation tablet.  

 
Memorial Colour, Shape and Material. All memorials to be natural colourings such as 
grey, white and black. These can be in a range of natural stoned materials such as 
Portland, Granite, Marble, Limestone or Hoptonwood. 
 
All burial memorials to be traditional upright headstones and fixed to the ground with 
a concrete base adhering to maximum measurements as outlined above.  
 

13. The stone mason must give three working days’ notice of their intention to fix a 

memorial, to arrange an appointment  may attend Churchtown cemetery without 

an appointment subject to a memorial permit being issued. A qualified fixer 

must remain in the cemetery whilst the work is carried out. The Council may 

approach a working fixer at any time and demand that they demonstrate that the 

memorial matches the application. Once a memorial is fixed photos and the 

signed permit must be emailed to burialsandmemorials@saltash.gov.uk to 

confirm installation has taken place.  

 
14. The Council will mark the end of each burial row and all headstone plates must align 

to the markers.  Should any be found fixed in the wrong position the Council will recall 
the fixer so that they be re-fixed in the proper position. 

 
15. No cleaning or other work may be carried out on any memorial without a permit 

application to the Council being received and approved with confirmation of the 
permission of the owner. Any chemical cleaning must be specifically approved. 
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16. Should the Rights expire and not be renewed, the Council will attempt to contact the 
owner to arrange removal.  Should this not be forthcoming, the Council reserves the 
right to act as it sees fit, up to and including removal. 

 
17. A certificate of compliance to BS8415 must be issued to the owner of the Exclusive 

Right of Burial and Saltash Town Council Burial Authority. 
 
18. All new memorials should either be guaranteed for a period of not less than 10 years 

and/or a certificate of compliance to BS8415 must be issued. 
 
19. The grave number and mason’s name must be inscribed on the rear of the grave base 

in letters no greater that 15mm high.  
  
20. Bench and Rose Bush Memorial Garden  
 

A memorial bench and plaque service is available to members of the public who may 
wish to purchase a Memorial Plaque with inscription for a lease period of 10 years.  
Renewable upon request. For full details please refer to the application form for a 
memorial bench. 
 
A memorial rose bush and plaque service is available to members of the public for a 
lease period of 10 years.  Renewable upon request. For full details please refer to the 
application form for a rose bush memorial.   

 
 Memorial Insurance 
 
 It is highly recommended that a memorial is insured against accidental damage, 

vandalism and theft and to make sure that cover takes effect immediately following 
installation. Costs can be very reasonable and usually insignificant when compared 
with the possible cost of repairs.  Any BRAMM registered memorial mason should 
have details of the schemes available.   


